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CATOR, RUMA & ASSOCIATES

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Cator, Ruma
& Associates for receiving the Business Rec-
ognition Award from the Jefferson County
Economic Development Corporation.

Cator, Ruma & Associates recently added
26 high-paying jobs to its headquarters in
Lakewood—making it a perfect recipient of the
Business Recognition Award which is given to
companies that show growth in primary em-
ployment, sales and/or capital investment in
the last year.

Since 1959, Cator, Ruma & Associates has
been providing consulting engineering services
for institutional, commercial, industrial and
medical facilities throughout Colorado and the
Western Region. Currently, it has more than
90 employees and three offices in the Western
Region. Recent projects include the redevel-
opment of Denver Union Station, the Kaiser
Permanente facility in Westminster, and the
Employee Pub at MillerCoors in Golden.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Cator, Ruma & Associates for this well-de-
served recognition by Jefferson County EDC.
Thank you for your contributions to the Jeffer-
son County economy and community.

—————

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF FUTURE
SCIENTISTS AND TECH-
NOLOGISTS—CHANDLER  GARRI-
SON

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Chandler Garrison from Pearland,
TX for being accepted into the National Acad-
emy of Future Scientists and Technologists to
represent the state of Texas at the Congress
of Future Science and Technology leaders.

Chandler attends Glenda Dawson High
School and is one of 13 high school honor
students selected from the Twenty-Second
Congressional District of Texas. These stu-
dents were selected as Texas delegates at the
Congress of Future Science and Technology
Leaders. This program was designed for high
school students to be recognized for their hard
work in school, as well as to support their as-
pirations of working in a science or technology
field. The National Academy was founded by
Richard Rossi and Dr. Robert Darling; Mr.
Rossi currently serves as president. The Con-
gress is being held at the Tsongas Center at
the University of Massachusetts, Lowell from
June 29th through July 1st. Chandler was se-
lected by a group of educators to be a dele-
gate for the Congress thanks to his dedication

to his academic success and goals of pur-
suing science or technology. We are proud of
Chandler and all of his hard work, and know
he will make Pearland proud.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Chandler for being accepted into the Na-
tional Academy of Future Scientists and Tech-
nologists. Keep up the great work.

HONORING THE THOMPSON-
CLEMONS POST NUMBER 200

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor The Thompson-
Clemons Post Number 200 of Greenwood,
Mississippi.

The Thompson-Clemons Post Number 200
of Greenwood, Mississippi was the first African
American Post established in the State of Mis-
sissippi and came about due to the persever-
ance of eighteen determined Black Veterans
of World War | and World War 1l in the Mis-
sissippi Delta.

These veterans attempted to join Keeler-
Hamrick-Gillespie Post Number 29 which re-
fused them membership. Given that this was
the 1940s and Mississippi being a segrega-
tionist state, Post Number 29 could not get a
majority vote of its members to allow black
veterans to join their post.

The eighteen black veterans filed a petition
to start a new post and presented it to the
Mississippi Department of the American Le-
gion. Mr. Solomon N. Dickerson, a black vet-
eran, postal worker and co-worker of Mr. Au-
thor H. Ritchter, the Adjutant of post Number
29, worked to get the petition through the Dis-
trict. It was due to their vigorous and per-
sistent correspondence to the District and the
Mississippi Department of the American Le-
gion that they were allowed to form a separate
post if they could find a sponsor.

Keesler-Hamrick-Gillespie Post Number 29
agreed to serve as a sponsor to assist
Thompson-Clemons Post Number 200 in get-
ting the temporary charter, paving the way for
other charters to be granted to other black vet-
eran’s groups throughout the state of Mis-
sissippi.

Originally, the post was called the Mis-
sissippi Delta Post Number 200. Mr. L.H.
Threadgill, principal of Stone Street High
School, a veteran of World War |l, proposed
that the post be named after two former stu-
dents of Stone Street High School, that were
killed in action during WWII. The motion car-
ried and the name was adopted. Thompson-
Clemons Post Number 200 was granted a per-
manent charter on July 28, 1949, becoming
the first Black post in the State of Mississippi.
The first Post Commander was Mr. Solomon
N. Dickerson.

Mr. L.H. Threadgill and others in the com-
munity were instrumental in purchasing the

property, obtaining a deed, and getting a
building to establish a post headquarters
where it is still located today.

The Thompson-Clemons Post Number 200
of Greenwood, Mississippi has a distinct track
record of encouragement to veterans with
issues, be they be from serving abroad; in
combat situations or statewide service. Issues
range from transportation to Regional Office
and VA Hospital for medical disability claims,
educational and skill training, housing and
other activities including establishing collabo-
rative partnerships with community organiza-
tions to provide emergency services such as
utilities, homes for the homeless, counseling
and assistance in understanding the myriad of
services provided by the VA.

The VA community activities include spon-
sorship of little league baseball teams, voter
education classes, veterans day celebration,
adopt a school program, donations to needy
families, Boys State Program and the National
American Legion Oratorical Contest, where
candidates sponsored by Post Number 200,
have won the Mississippi State Championship
four times, and three out of the past four
years.

Leadership activities include a weekly live
call in radio talk program aired on WGNL
104.3 FM in Greenwood, Mississippi where
veterans can actually dial up and talk about
issues that affect them and their community.
Partnering with organizations such as the Na-
tional Association of the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP), Greenwood Voters
League, Mississippi Valley State University
and other community based groups that advo-
cate for social justice.

Thompson-Clemons Post Number 200 is
well integrated into the fabric and culture of
the Mississippi Delta and should be recog-
nized as a Post that has the interest of our
service men, their families and community at
heart.

The American Legion Post Number 200 is
moving forward to continue the legacy of
those early veterans who honorably served
their country and had the vision that through
the American Legion and its core principles,
they could continue to protect and build an
America and Mississippi.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing a remarkable organization, The
Thompson-Clemons Post Number 200, for its
dedication to serving our veterans and giving
back to the African American community.

TRIBUTE TO BETH JONES

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Beth
Jones for being named a 2016 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.
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